
Personal Response Assignment  (4.1)

tuesdays with Morrie   30-2
Outcomes Covered:

2.1.1a explain the text creator’s purpose, and assess the suitability of the text to the target audience in terms of the text 
creator’s purpose
2.1.1b analyze elements present in the communication situation surrounding a text that contribute to the creation of the 
text
2.1.1c explain the relationship between text and context in terms of how elements in an environment can affect the way 
in which a text is created
2.1.2b describe the relationships between a text’s controlling idea and its supporting ideas and supporting details
2.1.2d explain the personality traits, roles, relationships, motivations, attitudes and values of characters developed/
persons presented in works of literature and other texts
2.1.2e relate a text creator’s tone to the moral and ethical stance communicated by a text, when appropriate
2.2.1b explain how various audience factors may have influenced a text creator’s choice of form and medium
2.2.1d assess whether or not the medium chosen for a presentation is appropriate for the intended purpose, context and 
audience
2.3.3a recognize that texts can be effective and artistic, and use terminology appropriate to the forms studied for 
discussing and appreciating the effectiveness and artistry of a variety of texts
2.3.3b Appreciate the craft of the text creator and the shape and substance of works of literature and other texts
5.1.1a monitor my use of verbal and nonverbal communication in order to convey respect and consideration
5.1.2 a appreciate diversity of thought and expression, select and monitor appropriate strategies for appreciating 
diversity, and modify selected strategies as needed
5.1.2b explain how selected works of literature and other print and non-print texts convey, shape and, at times, 
challenge individual and group values and behaviours

In this assignment you will carefully consider and reflect on the novel Tuesdays With Morrie and 
respond to each of the topics below as we read through the novel.  Your responses for this novel 
will be posted as comments on the blog at www.mrkeenan.wordpress.com.  Once you have posted 
a comment for each topic, you will also read and reflect on the comments made by others in the 
class and connect or discuss your own perspectives and theirs.  You will post at least one reply to a 
comment for each of the nine entries.  

My expectations for this assignment are that comments will be constructive (not derogatory or 
harmful) and that they will show a respect for the emotions presented in the book and by others.  
Keep in mind that this is a public forum and that your words may support or harm others.  One of 
the key outcomes of this assignment is the development of community within our 
classroom.

Entry #1 pages 1 – 13
Do you agree with Morrie that a “living funeral” is better than the normal kind?  Give reasons to support your answer.

Entry #2 pages 14 – 40
Morrie says, “Life is a series of pulls back and forth.  You want to do one thing, but you are bound to do something else.  
Something hurts you, yet you know it shouldn’t.  You take certain things for granted, even when you know you should 
never take anything for granted.  A tension of opposites, like a pull on a rubber band.  And most of us live somewhere in 
the middle.”
At this point in time, how does your life portray the tension of opposites?  Use specific examples to explain.

Entry #3 pages 41 – 68
Choose one topic from Mitch’s list on page 66.  Write 10 specific questions you would have liked to ask Morrie about this 
topic.

Entry #4 pages 69 – 99
Morrie is a mentor and coach to Mitch throughout this novel.  Who is a mentor or coach to you and why?  If you feel you 
do not have a mentor or coach, discuss why and who in your life may be able to fill that role.

Entry #5 pages 100 – 121
Morrie says, “But the issue is to accept who you are and revel in that…You have to find what’s good and true and 
beautiful in your life as it is now.”
What is good and true and beautiful in your life right now?

Entry #6 pages 122 – 141

purpose 

http://www.mrkeenan.wordpress.com
http://www.mrkeenan.wordpress.com


If you were to change your life for the better, how can you put more energy into people?

Entry #7 pages 142 – 170
Morrie says, “Tell you what.  After I’m dead, you talk.  And I’ll listen.” (page 170)
Discuss the two ways this is a difficulty for Mitch.  How would this be difficult for you?

Entry #8 pages 171 – 180
If you had twenty-four hours to live in any way, what would you do for the day?

Entry #9 pages 181 – 192
Express your opinion of this novel by stating whether you feel it is a valuable text to be used in the classroom.  Justify 
your opinion with examples from the text.



Criteria Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4
• understanding of key 

features (e.g., ideas 
and themes; form and 
structure; language)

❏  shows limited 
understanding of 
key features of the 
work

❏  shows some 
understanding of 
key features of the 
work

❏  shows considerable 
understanding of key 
features of the work

❏  shows thorough 
understanding of 
key features of the 
work

• collaboration ❏  lack of engagement 
in collaborative 
conversations with 
class.

❏  minimally engaged 
in collaborative 
conversations with 
class.

❏  generally engaged in 
collaborative 
conversations with 
class.

❏highly engaged in 
collaborative 
conversations with 
class.

• analysis ❏  provides little 
logical analysis

❏  provides some 
logical analysis

❏  provides sufficient 
logical and insightful 
analysis

❏  provides extensive 
logical and 
insightful analysis

• detail
 (including quotations)

❏  provides limited 
specific and accurate 
detail to support 
ideas and 
interpretations

❏  provides some 
specific and 
accurate detail to 
support ideas and 
interpretations

❏  provides specific and 
accurate detail to 
support ideas and 
interpretations

❏  provides extensive, 
well-chosen, 
specific, and 
accurate detail to 
support ideas and 
interpretations

• interpretation 
(appropriate risk 
taking)

❏  focuses on 
developing a 
cautious, literal 
interpretation

❏  takes few risks; 
interpretation is 
cautious

❏  takes some risks in 
developing an 
interpretation that 
includes unexpected 
observations

❏  takes risks, 
developing an 
interpretation that 
features unexpected 
or unconventional 
observations

• clarity of 
communication

❏  communicates with 
limited clarity

❏  communicates with 
some clarity

❏  communicates clearly❏  communicates 
clearly and 
effectively

• personal connections ❏  makes limited 
connections with 
own experience

❏  makes some 
connections with 
own experience

❏  makes effective 
connections with 
own experience

❏  makes highly 
effective 
connections with 
own experience
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