
Personal Response to Film  (1.1)  Due Date:
Literary Terms, Film & Media

Outcomes Covered:
2.3.3 Appreciate the effectiveness and artistry of texts
3.2.2 Evaluate sources, and assess information and other material
3.2.3 Form generalizations and conclusions
4.1.3 Develop Content
4.1.2 Consider form, structure, and medium

In this assignment, you are to write a personal response to The Shawshank Redemption 
using the format outlined below.  Choose a format that you would prefer to write in, and 
then to guide your response, choose one ‘focus’ for your assignment.  If you wish to 
choose a focus of your own, please discuss it with me before proceeding.

Formats you may use for this assignment:
Journal Response (at least one typed page)
Free Write (at least one typed page)
Mini Essay (four paragraph minimum)
Poetic Response (Must relate to the theme of the story, and be at least 35 lines)
Mixed Media Response (Visual with text supporting it, put into ONE sheet)

Different ideas to focus your assignment

Focus on the ‘story’ of Red from the film; Respond to his story or his perspective.
Respond as though you were the warden reflecting on what he had done to 
other people in the film.
Create your response from the perspective of one of the minor characters from 
the film.  How did they see all of the events?
What was ‘right’ and what was ‘wrong’ in this film?  How is it different in 
Shawshank from our normal perspective?
Focus your response on the most important events from the film.  How are they 
all linked?

*Challenge Component*
 Complete the above activity and work with Mr. Keenan to record a reading 
of it to put with your work.  This reading will be used to present the activity to 
future classes and to think about the depth of your work for listening and 
discussion by others.  I may use your reading in a podcast or future 
presentation.

This assignment will be marked according to the rubric on the back of this page, please 
review it before submitting your assignment.

purpose 
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IDEAS AND IMPRESSIONS
The marker should consider:
• the quality of the ideas generated by the student to explore the visual text(s) and the 

impressions that the student has formed to reHlect upon the visual text(s)   
the effectiveness and consistency of the support provided

X1

Excellent: The student’s perceptions are insightful and carefully considered.  Support is 
precise, purposefully chosen, and strongly connected to the student’s ideas and impressions.

5 

ProKicient: The student’s perceptions are thoughtful and considered.  Support is relevant 
detailed and clearly connected to the student’s ideas and impressions.                        

4

Satisfactory: The student’s perceptions are appropriate but may be generalized.  Support is 
adequate and generally connected to the student’s ideas and impressions. 

3

Limited: The student’s perceptions are superHicial or ambiguous.  Support is imprecise, unclear, 
and/or vaguely connected to the student’s ideas and impressions.

2

Poor: The student’s perceptions are underdeveloped or incomprehensible.  Support is lacking, 
inappropriate, or unrelated to the student’s ideas and impressions

1

InsufKicient: The marker can discern no evidence of an attempt to fulHill the assignment, or the 
writing is so deHicient in length that it is not possible to assess ideas and impressions.

0

PRESENTATION
The marker should consider 
• The effectiveness of voice and its appropriateness to the intended audience of the prose 

form the student has chosen
• The quality of language and expression
• The appropriateness of development and unifying effect to response form
PROPORTION OF ERROR TO COMPLEXITY AND LENGTH OF RESPONSE MUST ALSO BE 
CONSIDERED

X1

Excellent: The student’s voice is engaging and the tone is conHident.  Stylistic choices are 
precise and effective. The writing is skillfully developed; the unifying effect is conHidently 
established.  

5

ProKicient: The student’s voice is distinct & the tone is well considered.  Stylistic choices are 
speciHic & frequently effective. The writing is generally clearly developed; the unifying effect is 
capably sustained.  

4

Satisfactory: The student’s voice is matter‐of‐fact and the tone is appropriate.  Stylistic choices 
are adequate and occasionally effective. The writing is generally clearly developed; the unifying 
effect is appropriately sustained.

3

Limited: The student’s voice is inconsistent and/or the tone is inappropriate.  Stylistic choices 
are inappropriate, imprecise, and  Often ineffective. The writing is unclearly or incoherently 
developed; the unifying effect is not sustained.

2

Poor: The student’s voice is confused and/or there is no discernible attempt to address the 
intended audience.  Stylistic choices are ineffective and/or impede communication. The writing 
is ineffectively developed; a unifying effect is absent.                                   

1


