
 
 
4.1 Teach A Term Presentation 

Swallowing Stones       English 9.5 
Outcomes Covered: 

General Outcome 1 – Explore thoughts, feelings, ideas and experiences 
1.1 Discover and Explore 
General Outcome 2 – Comprehend and respond personally and  
critically to literary and media texts 
2.1 Use strategies and clues 
2.2 Respond to text 
2.3 Understand forms, elements and techniques 

Your task is to take a term or grammatical element from the beginning of Swallowing 
Stones that you don’t know, learn about it, and then present it in an interesting way to 
your classmates.  To complete this task effectively and be marked well on the rubric below, 
your presentation must have these parts: 

 You must define the term for the class, including a proper pronunciation. 
 You must create an activity, mnemonic, description or something else creative to 

help students remember your definition. 
 You must read the word or phrase as it was used in the novel, so that students may 

see the word in context 
This is a presentation based assignment, which means you do not have to hand anything 
in, but keep in mind that you are being marked on presentation display and class interest, 
so better projects have lots of visuals or even a powerpoint to go with them. 
 
You will be marked on the following rubric by both Mr. Keenan and a selection of your peers. 
 1 2 3 4 
Clarity & Posture Concerns with clarity 

and confidence in 
presentation.  Little 
rehearsal seems to have  
taken place. 

Student is not entirely 
clear or confident in 
stance and presentation. 
More practice and 
rehearsal would have 
helped performance. 

Student is clear and 
confident in stance and 
presentation.  Practice 
and rehearsal seem to 
have taken place. 

Student is exceptionally 
clear and confident in 
stance and presentation.  
Obvious that practice 
and rehearsal has taken 
place. 

Definition & 
Pronunciation 

Definition is incorrect 
and out of context.  
Pronunciation is 
incorrect. 

Definition is incorrect 
and/or clearly does not 
match the context of the 
word.  Pronunciation is 
not clear or correct. 

Definition is correct but 
may not match the 
context of the word.  
Pronunciation may not 
be entirely correct. 

Definition is correct and 
matches the context of 
the word.  Pronunciation 
is correct and effective. 

Activity Activity does not engage 
the audience and has 
little to do with 
remembering the term. 

Activity has little interest 
for the audience and 
may not help in 
remembering the term 
later. 

Activity interests the 
audience and helps in 
remembering the term 
later. 

Activity engages the 
audience and has 
effective implications for 
remembering the term 
later. 

Visuals Minimal or no visuals 
used, and not used for 
effect. 

Few visuals used, and 
those used seem to be 
‘added on’ not engaged 
in presentation 

Use of visuals helps in 
presenting the 
information 

Effective use of visuals 
enhances the 
presentation and adds to 
understanding 

Overall 
Impression 

Overall impression of 
presentation is that 
student has not 
completed or missed the 
purpose of the activity.  
Inadequate effort put 
forth. 

Overall impression of 
presentation is that 
student has put in 
minimal effort to 
complete all aspects of 
project.  With additional 
effort project would 
have been more 
effective. 

Overall impression of 
presentation is that 
student has made an 
obvious attempt to 
succeed in all aspects, 
though it may not have 
been entirely successful. 

Overall impression of 
presentation is that 
student cares about 
project and has worked 
diligently & successfully 
to complete it 
effectively. 

 


