
Discovering Morrie  (4.M)    

Tuesdays with Morrie  30-2
3.1.1 a. modify selected strategies as needed to refine the depth and breadth of inquiry or research and to 
identify the purpose, audience and form of presentation
3.1.1 c. refine the purpose of inquiry or research by limiting or expanding the topic as appropriate
3.1.2 b. select from a repertoire of effective strategies to develop appropriate inquiry or research plans that will 
address the topic and satisfy contextual and presentation requirements
3.1.2 e. develop and draw from a repertoire of effective strategies and technologies for gathering, generating and 
recording information
3.2.1 b. select information and other material appropriate to purpose from a variety of print and non-print sources
3.2.1 d. organize information logically
3.2.2 b. assess information sources for appropriateness to purpose; audience, and presentation form
3.2.3 a. form generalizations and synthesize new ideas by integrating new information with prior knowledge
3.2.3 b. draw conclusions that are appropriate to findings, reflect my understandings and are consistent with the 
identified topic, purpose, and situation
3.2.3 c. support generalizations and conclusions sufficiently with relevant and consistent detail
3.2.4 c. review the appropriateness, accuracy, and significance of findings, conclusions, and generalizations 
drawn from gathered data and information; prepare a detailed record of references; determine how best to share 
the information; and determine next steps, if any
3.2.4 d. seek feedback from others and use my own reflections to evaluate the entire inquiry or research 
process, strive for craftsmanship and accuracy, and take pride in efforts and accomplishments

Tuesdays With Morrie is based on the true story of Mitch Albom’s relationship with his old 
professor.  We have learned a great deal about Morrie in this novel, and now it is time to get 
specific on his beliefs.  This assignment will require you to do some digging in the novel about 
Morrie, and using the information you find, locate and present another work of literature (short 
story, poem, news article, etc.) that links to one of the central beliefs Morrie held.  Please follow 
the steps below to accomplish this task effectively, and ensure you read the marking guide 
before you start!

Part I: The Research
Your goal is to gain enough of an understanding about Morrie to be able to create a link to other literature.  
In order to do this, I am asking you to dig deeper into the novel and find specific beliefs Morrie holds about 
the various topics we have discovered in the novel.  Think about what we have learned in the novel, and think  
of a research question you will use to focus your research.  Please post your research question on the class 
blog as a response to the research entry.  Let Mr. Keenan know when you have done this so he can verify 
your question before you start researching.

Some sample questions: (You have to come up with your own)
 If Morrie was so focused on telling his story, why didn’t he tell it himself?  Why wait for Mitch?
  Who else other than Mitch was Morrie interested in talking to?  What developed those connections?

Once you have a research question, complete your research to answer the question and provide specific 
quotes with page numbers in the blog post “Research Findings.”  If you use any outside websites, please 
include links, and repeat your research question at the beginning of the post so other students know what 
your research is about.

Part II: Linking Morrie to Other Literature
Finally, you will use what you have learned about Morrie to link to another piece of literature you find.  This 
literature may be in any text-based format (News Article, Play, Poem, Short Story, Text of a Song, etc.) and 
must link to YOUR RESEARCH.  Post a link to your text on the blog, or get a printed copy of your text and  
and then submit to Mr. Keenan a written assignment explaining the text you have found and how it is 
connected to what you learned about Morrie.  This final written assignment will display all of your learning 
and work in this assignment, so please ensure that it is complete and thorough! (this means you should be 
connecting it in multiple ways, and structure your ideas in an essay-type format) I am expecting multiple 
connections and deep understanding to be present in this assignment, so two written pages is appropriate. 
There is an opportunity to complete this assignment in a format other than written, please see 
Mr. Keenan if you are interested in trying something else.

Please review the marking guide on the reverse of this sheet before you begin.

purpose 



Discovering Morrie Assignment (4.M) Marking Guide 30-2 

1 2 3 4

Research and 
Required Posting

Incomplete or 
ineffectively complete 
blog posts and research  

Basic completion of 
blog posts and research 
displays some effort

Generally thoughtful 
and complete blog 
posts and research 
displays effective work.

Thorough completion of 
blog posts and research 
to create understanding 
of topic.

Effective Guiding 
Question

Guiding question 
displays a lack of 
reflection of the novel 
and Morrieʼs story.

Guiding question 
displays some reflection 
of the novel and 
Morrieʼs story.

Guiding question 
displays general 
reflection of the novel 
and Morrieʼs story.

Guiding question 
displays thoughtful 
reflection of the novel 
and Morrieʼs story.

Use of Learned 
Information

Research has not been 
completes or is not 
used, does not connect 
to student 
understanding in a 
meaningful way. 

Researched information 
has been utilized to an 
acceptable degree and 
is generally connected 
to student 
understanding. 

Researched information 
has been utilized 
effectively and is 
connected to student 
understanding. 

Researched information 
has been utilized to an 
exceptional degree and 
is connected to student 
understanding. 

Appropriateness 
and 
Effectiveness of 
Literature Choice

Literary choice shows 
lack of interpretation 
and connection to the 
themes of Tuesdays 
With Morrie

Literary choice shows 
general interpretation 
and connection to the 
themes of Tuesdays 
With Morrie

Literary choice shows 
effective interpretation 
and connection to the 
themes of Tuesdays 
With Morrie

Literary choice shows 
advanced interpretation 
and connection to the 
themes of Tuesdays 
With Morrie

Conclusions 
Drawn from 
Project

Conclusions present in 
written activity show a 
lack of engagement 
with knowledge from 
literature

Conclusions present in 
written activity show a 
presentation of 
knowledge from 
literature

Conclusions present in 
written activity show an 
understanding found in 
literature

Conclusions present in 
written activity show a 
development of 
knowledge from 
beginning to end

Overall 
Presentation and 
Commitment

Incomplete presentation 
and commitment to the 
entire assignment 
process. 

Effective presentation 
and commitment to the 
entire assignment 
process. 

Advanced presentation 
and commitment to the 
entire assignment 
process. Well Done!

Superior presentation 
and commitment to the 
entire assignment 
process. Great work!


