
Modern Poetry Analysis  (5.M)   

Poetry & Short Story   30-2
Outcomes:

1.1.1 - Form tentative understandings, interpretations, and positions
1.1.1 a. draw from a repertoire of effective strategies to form tentative understandings, interpretations and 
positions
1.1.1 b. modify tentative interpretations and tentative positions by weighing and assessing the validity of 
own and others’ ideas, observations and opinions; and identify areas for further inquiry or research
2.2.1 - Relate form, structure, and medium to purpose, audience, and content
2.2.2 - Relate elements, devices, and techniques to created effects
2.2.2 d. explain how figures of speech, sensory details and musical devices are used to create effects in a 
variety of print and nonprint texts
2.2.2 e. explain the contribution of symbol to theme
2.2.2 g. assess the effects of persuasive techniques on audience

As a class, we will create a glossary of poetic terms for use in study of poetry, and then complete 
poetic analysis as a class on four poems.  You will be assessed on a final, focused analysis on one 
of the four poems including a justification of why it is important to study in class.  

Part 1
In groups, please work through the Oxford Dictionary of Literary Terms that is available on the 
iPods.  In the section of the alphabet given to your group, identify terms that your group agrees will 
be important to studying a poem in class.  Once you have identified all of the terms for your section, 
define those terms IN YOUR OWN WORDS on the class blog.  Post your definitions as a comment 
in the blog entry provided for this assignment.  

Part 2
Choose two poems (one of which can be lyrics to a song) to present to the class as examples of 
poetry that students your age would be interested in.  Your poem (or song) must be school-
appropriate and be advised you will be reading one of your choices out to the class.  Following the 
presentations, we will choose four of the poems as poems of study for the class.  In the classes 
following, we will break into groups to look at which of the literary terms we identified at the 
beginning are present in the poems we have chosen.

Part 3
Finally, after we have studied our poems, we will create some criteria for what literary techniques 
should be in an effective set of song lyrics.  We will discuss line length and form, and then each 
student will write a verse of a song using the traits and techniques we have discussed.  Using the 
talent in our classroom, we will then set the verses to music, and record a class song on the theme we 
have chosen.  Success in this assignment depends on your use of the criteria we have developed in 
class to write your verse, NOT on your singing/recording ability.

Students will submit a copy of their verse, along with a written explanation of the meaning, literary 
devices and importance of their selection for grading.

purpose 



You will be marked based on the following rubric, so please study it carefully before you write your poem.

Excellent Proficient Satisfactory Limited Poor
Poetic Study 
(x2)

•Student displays an 
exceptional 
understanding of the 
forms and features of 
poetic forms
•Student has shown 
multiple effective 
methods of 
understanding material 
chosen and studied in 
class.

•Student displays an 
authentic understanding 
of the forms and 
features of poetic forms
•Student has shown 
effective methods of 
understanding material 
chosen and studied in 
class.

•Student displays an 
acceptable understanding 
of the forms and features 
of poetic forms
•Student has shown 
methods of 
understanding material 
chosen and studied in 
class.

•Student displays a 
limited understanding of 
the forms and features of 
poetic forms
•Student has shown little 
understanding of material 
chosen and studied in 
class.

•Has not 
completed 
the 
requirement 
of this 
criteria of 
the 
assignment, 
please see 
the teacher.

General 
Understanding 
(Modern 
Poetry)

•Student shows an 
effective knowledge and 
development in his/her 
understanding of the 
features of modern 
poetry.  
•Student has created 
independent knowledge 
of modern poetry to 
support previous 
learning. 

•Student shows a 
working knowledge and 
development in his/her 
understanding of the 
features of modern 
poetry.  
•Student has utilized 
classroom knowledge of 
modern poetry to 
support previous 
learning. 

•Student shows a basic 
knowledge and 
development in his/her 
understanding of the 
features of modern 
poetry.  
•Student has referenced 
knowledge of modern 
poetry to support 
previous learning. 

•Student shows a lack of 
knowledge and 
development in his/her 
understanding of the 
features of modern 
poetry.  
•Student has not utilized 
knowledge of modern 
poetry to support previous 
learning. 

•Has not 
completed 
the 
requirement 
of this 
criteria of 
the 
assignment, 
please see 
the teacher.

Analysis of 
Features

•Student displays the 
links between literary 
features and the 
purpose, audience and 
content of a poem
•Student shows the 
ability to create 
knowledge from literary 
and structural features of 
poetry.

•Student is developing 
links between literary 
features and the 
purpose, audience and 
content of a poem
•Student generally 
shows the ability to 
create knowledge from 
literary and structural 
features of poetry.

•Student utilizes 
classroom links between 
literary features and the 
purpose, audience and 
content of a poem
•Student occasionally 
shows the ability to create 
knowledge from literary 
and structural features of 
poetry.

•Student makes few links 
between literary features 
and the purpose, 
audience and content of a 
poem
•Student rarely shows the 
ability to create 
knowledge from literary 
and structural features of 
poetry.

•Has not 
completed 
the 
requirement 
of this 
criteria of 
the 
assignment, 
please see 
the teacher.

Verse Writing •Student has created an 
exceptional and 
meaningful verse that is 
closely linked to the 
criteria developed in the 
classroom.

•Student has created an 
effective and structured 
verse that is linked to the 
criteria developed in the 
classroom.

•Student has created an 
average and themed 
verse that is somewhat 
linked to the criteria 
developed in the 
classroom.

•Student has created an 
inadequate and/or 
superficial verse that is 
generally not linked to the 
criteria developed in the 
classroom.

•Has not 
completed 
the 
requirement 
of this 
criteria of 
the 
assignment, 
please see 
the teacher.

Poetic 
Effectiveness

•Verse shows the 
internalization of poetic 
study and the ability to 
include learned traits into 
his/her own writing.
•Verse is an exceptional 
example of the concepts 
of modern poetry 
highlighted in class. 

•Verse shows the 
understanding of poetic 
study and the ability to 
include learned traits 
into his/her own writing.
•Verse is a positive 
example of the concepts 
of modern poetry 
highlighted in class. 

•Verse shows 
comprehension of poetic 
study and the ability to 
include learned traits into 
his/her own writing.
•Verse is an adequate 
example of the concepts 
of modern poetry 
highlighted in class. 

•Verse shows the little 
attention to poetic study 
or the ability to include 
learned traits into his/her 
own writing.
•Verse is an incomplete of 
inadequate example of 
the concepts of modern 
poetry highlighted in 
class. 

•Has not 
completed 
the 
requirement 
of this 
criteria of 
the 
assignment, 
please see 
the teacher.


