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My background
• Come from an educational district north of 

Calgary, Canada.

• Have taught with iOS devices for the past 5 
years in various iterations.

• Have won technology grants, worked with 
districts and educators across North 
America.

• Spent 7 years in High School English before 
moving to elementary school this year.

• Master's degree in Professional Learning, 
with technology and social media



What do we want out of this session?

• What do we 
want out of the 
iPads in our 
classroom?

• What do we 
need as 
educators to 
effectively use 
these devices in 
the classroom?



Logistics
• If your classroom has an older VGA projector, you will need a 

VGA to HDMI adapter to connect your Apple TV.  

• These are relatively inexpensive ($60) and are available from the 
Apple website.

• Apple TV is $99



What the Research Indicates
• Small-Scale studies are proving what some of the larger district and 

state wide initiatives initially hoped.

• Corey McKenna* quantified data from two classrooms with iPad 
and non-iPad lessons, showing that the iPad had similar learning 
achievement (more in some cases) as traditional learning, but with 
higher engagement and interest.

• Also increased autonomy, creativity and support for other students.

*From “There’s an app for that: 
How two elementary classrooms 

used iPads to enhance student 
learning and achievement”



Literacy Learning 
on iPad

• Similar findings came from Amy Hutchison, Beth Beschorner 
and Denise Schmidt-Crawford*.

• This trial focused on augmenting traditional literacy learning 
with new opportunities available on iOS. 

• Used TPACK framework and literacy goals to choose apps and 
outcomes, then designed lessons.

*From “Exploring the use of the 
iPad for literacy learning”



Ideas from Hutchinson, Beschorner and 
Schmidt-Crawford



Some of my own experience
• I’d like to share some of my experiences this year, and 

some of the apps, processes and challenges I have had 
in using the Apple TV and iPad setup effectively.



The Current Paradigm

• If you buy it, learning will come.



...but I already use Smart Boards
• One of the best 

transitions from 
old paradigms to 
new is to show 
value. 

• Smart has a 
Notebook app 
that allows the 
use of Smart 
Notebook files on 
the iPad.

• Does not have 
Flash capability.



Class Dojo
• Class Dojo is a staple of our 

classroom

• behavior management system runs 
simultaneously on the web and iOS. 

• highly engaging system, allows customization of the student icons, 
and feedback to parents on student progress. 



Google Drive

• Formerly Google Docs, now 
keeps all files in one place. 

• Districts can set up and manage 
an implementation for all 
students for FREE.

• Does not have to include email, 
all aspects can be managed.



Google Drive and Apple TV 
• Because Google Docs allows 

live updating, you can 
stream live brainstorming 
for the class.

• Give each group an iPad, 
and create a collaborative 
doc.

• Put your version on the 
board.  You can even correct 
spelling and grammar. 



Augmented Reality
• Aurasma is an augmented 

reality app that allows you 
to 'tag' anything in your 
environment with an 
overlay that appears when 
that tag is read.

• This is easier seen than 
explained.  Here's how to do 
it.

• What possibilities can you 
think of for this technology? 



Using Aurasma with Students

• Here's one of the ways I've used 
Aurasma in the classroom, it's 
your freebie for this session.

• Book reports will never be the 
same.



• Mathletics is a comprehensive 
Math learning and rehearsal 
tool that is subscription based

• They are currently transferring 
content from their flash-based 
website into their iOS app

• Hoping to have all content 
transferred by fall 2013



• I started using Three Ring this last 
term and am very pleased with the 
results

• Allows for immediate 
documentation of learning in 
several modes. 

• Can be shared with parents, and a 
higher level sharing for 
administration is coming soon

• Collection of evidence is very simple



Collaborative Problem Solving 

• Students can work in an app, then show their solutions, or 
discuss as a class.  

• Suddenly a single app becomes a classroom activity. 



Student iPads
• Even better than having a 

teacher iPad and Apple TV, is 
having student iPads that you 
can use in conjunction with 
yours.

• iPad Minis offer good value in 
an effective form factor for 
elementary school use. 

• Even a few iPads can be effective 
in a classroom



Questions and 
Conversation

Your turn; what questions, concerns, feedback do 
you have?


